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Overview  

The Congressional Moments videos related to the theme The Impact 

of Congress each highlights a period in American history when the 

United States Congress passed legislation that changed the course of 

our lives.  

 

Featuring primary source materials from the Library of Congress, each 

Congressional Moments video illuminates a significant new legislation 

in our nation's history. 

 

This lesson plan, titled Preserve & Protect, focuses on seven of these 

videos, all related in some way to economics and our land. See page 2 

for a list and summaries of the videos represented in this guide. A 

second guide (Congressional Moments: Life, Liberty...) targets another 

six Congressional Moments videos related to rights and education. 

 

Use this guide to help you select videos and explore classroom 

suggestions from this collection. The suggested class activities are 

designed to help you guide your students in examining key legislation 

throughout our country's history that impacts our lives today.  

Concepts &  

Key Terms  
 

¶ Conservationist 

¶ Motto 

¶ Oversight 

¶ Stocks 

¶ Pensions 

¶ Carbon Footprint 

¶ Waste Audit 

¶ Accessibility 

Big Ideas  
¶ The U.S. Constitution is a 

living document based on 

evolving interpretations of the 

meaning of democracy. 

¶ Governments should reflect 

the will of the people. 

¶ Laws are necessary to protect 

civil and human rights. 

 

   Ensuring that We Preserve & Protect  

 

Target Audience  
Grades 7–12 

Instructional Time  
Less than 1 class period each 

TPS Resources  

Congressional Moments 

Videos on Economics and 

Our Land 

¶ About 2 minutes each 

¶ Found at: http://

www.tpscongress.org/

teachers/activities.php?

id=6 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
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The following summaries can be used to help you select videos that meet your 

curricular needs. Each summary is followed by a direct link to the full 

transcript of the 2-minute video. See the next pages for classroom activities 

you can use to support these videos. 
 

National Park Service 

Passed in 1916. Called “the best idea America ever had,” the idea of 

preserving land is explored through this video about how private citizens 

convinced Congress to create legislation that would help fund the 

preservation of land as national parks. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_NPS.pdf  
 

Interstate Highway System 

Passed in 1956. This video demonstrates the need for an interstate highway 

system by describing an arduous journey taken by the U.S. Army, including 

then 29-year-old Dwight D. Eisenhower, that took 62 days to cross the 

country. President Eisenhower later had a hand in solving this problem. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Interstate_Highway_Sy

stem.pdf  
 

The Marshall Plan 

AKA European Recovery Program, signed in 1948. This video tells the 

story of how a Democrat and a Republican worked together to convince 

Congress to allocate funds for a 4-year operation to assist the European 

nations that had been devastated by World War II. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Marshall_Plan.pdf  
 

SEC (Securities Exchange Commission ) 

Three major acts, passed in 1934. Because of the stock market crash of 

1929, Congress took action against the fraud and graft occurring 

throughout the stock market by creating an oversight body to protect 

investors in the future. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_SEC.pdf  

 

Social Security Act 

Enacted in 1935. One of the most popular and expensive federal programs 

in our nation's history, social security, rooted in the depression, has also 

met with opposition throughout its existence. This video explores why. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Social_Security.pdf  
 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 

Officially started in 1970. Learn how nationwide Earth Day events 

prompted bipartisan groups in the government to design a new federal 

agency with the power to balance environmental concerns with the needs of 

citizens. 
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Environmental_Protection.pdf  
 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

Passed in 1990. This video describes the benefits given to the disabled by 

this act and lists the Members of Congress who were most active in getting 

it passed, along with their motivations for doing so. 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_ADA.pdf  

 Video Summar ies  

Materials  
 

ß Computer(s) with Internet 

Access 

ß (Optional): Projector 

 

 

Preparation  
 

ß Either project or have students 

navigate to the Center on 

Congress Teaching with Primary 

Sources website link for the full 

series of Congressional 

Moments, found at: 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teach

ers/activity.php?id=24 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_NPS.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Interstate_Highway_System.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Interstate_Highway_System.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Marshall_Plan.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_SEC.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Social_Security.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_Environmental_Protection.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cmTranscript_ADA.pdf
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
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Each of the six videos highlighted in the Preserve & Protect Congressional 

Moments collection is unique and offers different classroom support 

opportunities. The following are merely suggestions that you might find 

helpful with your own students.  

 Classroom Suggest ions  

Time  
 

Varies: 15–50 minutes 

Materials  
 

ß Computer(s) with Internet 

access: one for teacher and one 

for each small group 

ß (Optional): Projector 

ß See each classroom activity 

suggestion for additional 

materials 

 

 

Preparation  
 
ß Either project or have students 

navigate to the Center on 

Congress Teaching with Primary 

Sources website link for the 

videos, found at: 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teach

ers/activities.php?id=6 

ß See each classroom activity 

suggestion for additional 

preparation 

National Park Service 
¶ Have student pairs or small groups research one of 2007’s 10 most visited 

national parks in the country (each is followed by the date of its creation):  

 

 

¶ EXTENSION IDEA: Project the two National Parks posters on page 5. Ask 

teams to create a glog (an online multimedia poster, see 

http://edu.glogster.com/) for their selected park. Allow them to present their 

interactive media posters to the class, comparing their creations to a 

traditional poster of the same park. 

The Marshall Plan 
¶ During his commencement address at Harvard proposing aid to Europe, 

Secretary of State George Marshall said, “It is logical that the United States 

should do whatever it is able to do to assist in the return of normal economic 

health in the world, without which there can be no political stability and no 

assured peace.”  

¶ Play the audio or provide hard copies of George Marshall’s Harvard 

Address (see page 6). Have students identify the reasons given in the speech 

for recommending such an extensive plan to help European countries.  

¶ EXTENSION IDEA: Have students write an essay in which they describe 

the motivations on both sides of the issue. Were supporters of the plan 

motivated by goodwill? Were opponents only thinking about withholding 

aid from a former enemy? 

Interstate Highway System 
¶ Project the image of the two interstate maps found on page 5. Explain that 

the state motto of Indiana is “Crossroads of America.” Point out the spoke-

like intersection of interstate highways at the state’s capital, Indianapolis. 

¶ Divide the class into small groups. Have each group investigate two items: 

¶ What is the history behind this motto? 

¶ How many interstate highways pass through this state? Are there 

more in other states? 

¶ When groups have had time to research the topic, poll the class to see 

whether they believe Indiana or another state deserves such a motto. 

¶ EXTENSION IDEA: Create a class timeline of transportation innovations 

that have played a key role in the growth of our nation, using photographs 

from the Library of Congress and elsewhere to illustrate it. 

1. Great Smoky Mountains, 1890 

2. Grand Canyon, 1919 

3. Yosemite, 1890 

4. Yellowstone, 1872 

5. Olympic, 1938 

6.   Rocky Mountain, 1915 

7.   Zion, 1919 

8.   Grand Teton, 1929 

9.   Cuyahoga, 2000 

10. Acadia, 1919 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/activities.php?id=6
http://edu.glogster.com/
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Ongoing Assessment  
 

ß Monitor the class to ensure that 

all students are participating in 

the task and/or discussion.  

ß Randomly ask students to 

explain what they have learned 

so far about the topic under 

discussion.  

 

Formal Assessment  
ß Analyze any student products or 

assess their presentations for 

completeness of answers and 

accuracy in facts. 

ß Look for evidence that students 

understand the impact that 

Congress made in each of these 

events. 

Social Security Act 
¶ Project the image from page 6 of FDR signing the act in 1935. In small 

groups or pairs, have students research the Congressional opponents and 

supporters of the act, and identify reasons on each side. 

¶ Have each group create a t-chart to sort and review the reasons for and 

against this act.  

¶ Conclude this activity by asking students to stand on one side of the room or 

the other, indicating how they would have voted had they been Members of 

Congress in 1935. 

¶ EXTENSION IDEA: Project the picture of Ida May Fuller receiving the 

very first SS check, for $22.54, on January 31, 1940. Have students research 

and write a short story of two women, each age 65, one living in 1930 and 

another living today. Compare and contrast the economics of their lives. 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
¶ Ask students to speculate about why so much legislation related to the 

environment occurred in the 1970s and not before. Discuss the time period: 

¶ What social movements of the 60s and 70s influenced the government? 

¶ Do you think social movements like protests and grassroots Earth Days 

would have been helped or hurt by modern technologies such as: 

¶ The Internet, smartphones, and social networking sites like 

Facebook?  

¶ Increased citizen involvements? 

¶ Improved scientific understanding about Earth’s systems?  

¶ Why or why not?  

¶ EXTENSION IDEA 1: To help students understand the idea of a carbon 

footprint, have  groups conduct a waste audit at your school. Different 

groups can investigate the amount of paper trash, electricity, water, and 

food waste disposed of each day at your school or district.   

¶ EXTENSION IDEA 2: Have pairs or groups create traditional posters or  

glogs (see http://edu.glogster.com/) to inform the public about a current 

local or national environmental problem. 

Americans with Disabilities Act 
¶ Project the two images of benefits due to the ADA from page 6. Discuss 

other types of benefits this legislation ensured for people with disabilities. 

¶ Take a tour of your school or another public building in your area to look 

for modifications that make it more easily accessible for people with 

disabilities. 

¶ EXTENSION IDEA: Invite a local person with a disability who 

experienced life before the ADA was passed in 1990 and has since 

benefited from its provisions to come and talk to the class about how their 

lives have changed because of this legislation. 

 SEC (Securities Exchange Commission) 
¶ The best way to help students understand the complexities of the stock 

market and the need for an oversight body to regulate it is to have them 

experience the market for themselves. The Internet is filled with simulations 

for setting up a stock market in the classroom, such as:  
¶ PBS’s Big Apple History, “Play the Market,” found here: 

http://pbskids.org/bigapplehistory/parentsteachers/business_lesson7.ht

ml  
¶ “The Stock Market Game,” an Internet-based multi-class game 

from the SIFMA Foundation, found at: http://www.smg2000.org/  

http://edu.glogster.com/
http://pbskids.org/bigapplehistory/parentsteachers/business_lesson7.html
http://pbskids.org/bigapplehistory/parentsteachers/business_lesson7.html
http://www.smg2000.org/
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Grand Canyon National Park, a free government service. 

c1938. Painting. From Library of Congress Prints and 

Photographs Division. Washington, 

D.C. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/20

07676131/. (accessed December 1, 2011).  

National 

Park Service 

Images 

[title unknown]. 

n.d. Map. 

http://www.oscarmail.net/dfwfreeways/images/oldRoadMa

ps/1965_esso_us_mi_oh_in_med.jpg. (accessed December 

1, 2011).  

The National System of Interstate and Defense Highways  

c. 1962-63. Map. From US Department of 

Transportation.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Interstate_High

way_status_unknown_date.jpg. (accessed December 1, 2011).  

Interstate 

Highways 

Images 

Pr imar y Sources for Use in Act iv i t ies  

Yellowstone National Park, Ranger Naturalist Service. 

c1938. Painting. From Library of Congress Prints and 

Photographs Division. Washington, 

D.C. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/2

007676133/. (accessed December 1, 2011).  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/2007676131/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/2007676131/
http://www.oscarmail.net/dfwfreeways/images/oldRoadMaps/1965_esso_us_mi_oh_in_med.jpg
http://www.oscarmail.net/dfwfreeways/images/oldRoadMaps/1965_esso_us_mi_oh_in_med.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Interstate_Highway_status_unknown_date.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Interstate_Highway_status_unknown_date.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/2007676133/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/2007676133/
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This Generation's Plan for Peace. 

1947. From the Library of  Congress. 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/images/chanceforpeace.jpg  

(accessed December 8, 2011)  

 

Listen to or read the speech, found at: 

http://www.marshallfoundation.org/library/MarshallPlanSpeechfrom

RecordedAddress_000.html  

Marshall Plan 

Documents 

Patrick, Michael, photographer. "Knoxville Area Transit 

LIFT driver Dorothy Myers operates the ramp to help Keith 

Rearden board her van for a ride to the City County 

Building." 2010. 

Photograph.KNOXnews.com.http://www.knoxnews.com/ne

ws/2010/jul/25/americans-disabilities-law-has-made-

getting-around/ (accessed December 8, 2011)  

Ida May Fuller 

c1940. Photograph. From 

Wikipedia.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IdaMayFuller.jpg

(accessed December 1, 2011)  

Social 

Security 

Images 

Americans 

with 

Disabilities 

Act Images 

Assistance Animal. 

n.d. Photograph. From NEADS: Dogs for Deaf and Disabled 

Americans/Canines for Combat 

Veterans.http://www.neads.org/page.aspx?pid=363  

(accessed December 8, 2011)  

Roosevelt Signs Social Security Bill 

 c1935. Photograph. From Library of Congress Prints and 

Photographs Division.Washington, 

D.C.http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00649636/. (accessed 

December 1, 2011)  

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/images/chanceforpeace.jpg
http://www.marshallfoundation.org/library/MarshallPlanSpeechfromRecordedAddress_000.html
http://www.marshallfoundation.org/library/MarshallPlanSpeechfromRecordedAddress_000.html
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/jul/25/americans-disabilities-law-has-made-getting-around/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/jul/25/americans-disabilities-law-has-made-getting-around/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/jul/25/americans-disabilities-law-has-made-getting-around/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IdaMayFuller.jpg
http://www.neads.org/page.aspx?pid=363
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00649636/
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The citations for each Congressional Moments video are available online at the 

following sites. NOTE: Teachers should preview all assets to ensure they are 

age-appropriate for their students. At the time of publication, all URLs were 

valid. 
 

National Park Service 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/nps/popup.html  

 

Interstate Highway System 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/interstate_highway/popu

p.html  

 

Marshall Plan 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/marshall/popup.html  

 

SEC (Securities Exchange Commission) 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/sec/popup.html  

 

Social Security Act 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/social_security/popup.ht

ml  

 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/epa/popup.html  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/ada/popup.html  

 

 

 Pr imar y sources used in these videos  

The Library of Congress  
 

Library of Congress collections 

contain over 147 million books, 

periodicals, manuscripts, maps, 

music, recordings, images, and 

electronic resources. More than 16 

million records describing these 

collections are located in the 

Library’s online catalog, found at 

http://catalog2.loc.gov/.  

Our Documents  
 

A National Initiative on American 

History, Civics, and Service 
 

At the heart of this initiative are 

100 milestone documents of 

American history. These 

documents reflect our diversity 

and our unity, our past and our 

future, and mostly our 

commitment as a nation to 

continue to strive to “form a more 

perfect union.” Found at 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/.   
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http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/nps/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/interstate_highway/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/interstate_highway/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/marshall/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/sec/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/social_security/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/social_security/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/epa/popup.html
http://www.tpscongress.org/teachers/cong_moment/ada/popup.html
http://catalog2.loc.gov/
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/

